Professional development is an essential
foundation for providing academic excellence. Two years
ago the Board of Trustees created a gifts campaign
enabling increased funding for professional development
opportunities for our faculty; The Excellence in Education
Fund.

Over the past three years Ware Academy’s
faculty have created our Portrait of a Graduate and The
Characteristics of Professional Excellence. These
outcome statements which are derived from the school’s
mission, identify respective benchmarks for growth and
success. To date, all faculty have participated in summer
reading and in an in-service workshop presented by Dr.
William H. Stixrud, a prominent neuropsychologist from
Washington, DC. Following is a list of continuing
education activities in which some of our faculty and
administrative staff have participated or are currently
enrolled:

Meg Carmine, Librarian/Middle School Math
Teacher - Association of School Librarians National
Conference, Charlotte, NC.

Angie Dunston, Middle School Algebra/Social
Studies Teacher - Mathematics National Education
Day hosted by the College of William and Mary.

Gale Ferraro, Pre-Kindergarten Teacher -
Currently enrolled in the Early Childhood Program at
Old Dominion University.

Ed Gardiner, Middle School Science Teacher -
Virginia Association of Science Teachers Annual
Conference, Dulles, VA.

Wendy Gardiner, Lower School Lead Teacher,
Fourth Grade - Virginia Association of Science
Teachers Annual Conference, Dulles, VA.

of Advancement -
Management Summer Work-

Nicolle Morgan, Director
Independent School
shop, Philadelphia, PA.

Jill Quinlan, Associate Director of Admission -
Independent School Management Fall Workshop,
Philadelphia, PA.

Sharon Shipley, Spanish Teacher - Recently
completed her Masters Degree from Southern
Oregon University in Guanajuato, Mexico.

Kris Turner, Dance Teacher - Member of a
professional dance company, Gravity Optional.
Recent performances were at The College of William
and Mary and in Washington D.C. at Dance Place.

Aaron Ward,
Rappahannock Youth District
summer.

Music Teacher - Directed the
Choir this past

Kim Ward, Third Grade Teacher -
Association of Independent Schools
Conference, Richmond, VA.

Virginia
Annual

Sandy VanLeeuwen, First Grade Teacher
Association of Independent Schools
Conference, Richmond, VA.

- Virginia
Annual

Tom Thomas, Head of School - Independent
School Management Summer  Workshop,
Philadelphia, PA and the Virginia Association of
Independent Schools Annual Conference, Richmond,
VA.

Most members of the faculty are also involved in
cooperative, professional projects integrating some of the
educational themes mentioned previously. Several other
members of the faculty are planning to attend workshops
and conferences later this year. We are all committed to
providing our students with the necessary tools to
become responsible, independent learners.

~ Mr. Thomas, Head of School




Lower School SCA elections were held during the first
week in November in order to coincide with real elections.
Candidates went through the entire election process of
finding a campaign manager, writing a speech, putting up
posters, and speaking to the entire Lower School. After
the extremely professional speeches, an election was
held.

Pictured above are the 2009-2010 Lower School SCA officers.

Lower School SCA plans fundraisers and events to help
not only our school, but also organizations within our
community that have great needs.
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Annual Coat Drive for the Salvation Army will begin
on Monday, January 4™. We are accepting gently
used coats, scarves, and gloves.

Ware Academy’'s Middle School Student Council
sponsored a Food Drive during the month of November to
benefit local families in need. Friday, November 20" the
food donations were delivered to The Salvation Army
Food Bank. Thank you for the donations. We appreciate
your support!

(

Middle School Instructor and Middle School SCA
Dunston and 2009-2010 Middle School SCA officers.

sponsor Angie E.
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Every Monday, beginning in October, Middle School
Students take turns going to the Gloucester—Mathews
Humane Society to help care for the animals. Most visits
include walking the dogs and spending quality time with
the cats and kittens.
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Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade, recently
participated in a Middle School SCA community service
project - “Helping Families in Need”. December 17",
Angie Dunston and student elves delivered over four
hundred presents to the eight families that were adopted

in our surrounding three counties. -, 0! 5
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+The ability to do what
is necessary or sensible without needing to
be urged by somebody else.

The following students (one from each grade level) were
recognized for best exemplifying the character trait of
Self-Discipline during the month of October:

Anne Stewart
Skyler Lennon
Claire Rae

Caroline Henderson
Mollie Montague

Sophie Grace Kissman
Joshua Ward

Haley Harris

Russell McMurtrie
Sam Haley

&# + +To show consideration or
thoughtfulness in relation to somebody or
something®
The following students (one from each grade level) were
recognized for best exemplifying the character trait of
Respect during the month of November:

Drew Hendrix
Margaret Strawn
AJ Harris

Jack Elkin
Conor Hale

Casey Moss
Madeline Peebles
Zachary Barrack
Jacob Ware
Quinn Glovier




On December 7", during morning assembly, Middle
School Students were recognized for their first trimester
grades. Ware Academy Honor Roll distinctions are based
on achieving the following minimum Grade Point
Average:

High Honors, GPA of 3.7 and above (A- and above)
Honors, GPA of 3.3-3.69 (B+ and above).

High Honors Awardees : Taitum O’Brien, Claire
Rae, Sophia Bandurco, Owen Curry, Jack Elkin, Callie
Hale, Courtney Jenkins-Lipscomb, Lily Turner, Caitlin
Blankenship, Emily Brown, Jae Cho, Caroline Henderson,
Mason Kelly and Patrick Murphy.

Honors Awardees : Sabrina Barrack, Sam Gale, Robert
Singleton, Maria Spadaccini, Mollie Montague, Brett
Pausic, Katherine Ransone, Victoria Wilson, Jeremy
Herrin, Kelly Nelson, Heidi Ruse, Sam Spadaccini,
Madison Thomas, and Kedron

Jacqueline Stewart,
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On Sunday, December 6" the Ware Academy Bell Choir,
also known as the Ware Ringers, performed with the
Lower United Methodist Church Hand Bell Choir during
the annual Christmas Home Tour in Urbanna.
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On Sunday, December 6™ the Ware Academy Bell Choir,
also known as the Ware Ringers, performed during the
tree lighting ceremony in the Gloucester Courthouse.
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Lower School will travel to Swift Creek Theater in honor
of Black History Month. They will see, | Just Gotta Dance
by Tom Width, which includes stories behind the great
music of the African and African-American
experience: folk, gospel, blues, and jazz. Songs of hope,
struggle, freedom and joy, are performed with a new
understanding of their origins.
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Education, teamwork, discipline, and commitment; our
students (school-wide) will learn these values with Step
Afrikal, as they present the motivational performance
“Stepping” to inspire students to do their best. Students
will learn about the origins of this African-American art
form created in colleges and universities across America
with ties to African dance and African American culture.
The entire audience will learn a brief routine and will
experience stepping for themselves. Step Afrikal's
intricate kicks, stomps and rhythms mixed with spoken
word will pound the floor and fill the air.




Lower School and Middle School will travel to the
Ferguson Center to watch The Republic of Korea
Traditional Army Band. Keeping the tradition of Korean
sound and culture in modern society, The Republic of
Korea Traditional Army Band is a once in a lifetime
experience. The students’ learning experience will be
enriched with this performance of bright costumes, mes-
merizing music and energetic movement.

Athletics are an integral part of Ware Academy, and as an
educational institution we discourage a “win at all costs”
approach to competition. We value the honorable pursuit ) *Q = & l= k| **

of victory. Ware Academy strives to win games and ! : T
championships but never at the expense of the school's & ,& ' +
mission and philosophy. The school recognizes that $,* &5
athletic competition instills teamwork, selflessness,

resilience, and self-discipline. Success in these areas will

foster a desire to compete, healthy relationships, and

good sportsmanship. " %=, & ! <&0 **

The athletic teams are a tremendous source of pride for L&/ 1
the Ware community. Ware Academy celebrates the
opportunity to come together in support of our teams and
to display our appreciation for their efforts on the playing
field. Ware participants bring passion and spirit to all
athletic events and respect to spectator conduct. Ware
never takes for granted the privilege of participation,
recognizing how fortunate it is to partake in the vibrant
experience that is youth sports. Most of all, the athletic
experience at Ware Academy should be an enjoyable one
for all involved. - Boys vs. Dahlgren 4:00 pm

Boys vs. HRA 4:30 pm
Girls vs. St. Claire Walker 5:45 pm

#, - Girls vs. Dahlgren 5:15 pm
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Girls vs. Chesapeake Academy 4:00 pm

Boys vs. Chesapeake Academy 5:15 pm




A current Ware Academy family can receive a $300
referral tuition credit for each successful referral (there is
no limit to the number of referral credits one can
earn) if the following occurs:

The referring family formally gives the prospective
family’s name to the Admission Office;

The referred family gives credit to the referring family at
the onset of their admission (i.e. fills in the section of the
application which asks “How did you hear about us?");

The referred family signs an enrollment agreement for
the current or upcoming school year.
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Ware Academy gives siblings of current students primary + 1 V%)

consideration for enrollment if all paperwork is received
by the reenroliment deadline, Friday, March 19th.
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Please consider supporting
The Ware Academy Fund
by December 31, 20009.

All donations made prior to 12/31/09 are fully tax
deductible for this calendar year. N







